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Weir Wood AGM
Our annual AGM will be arranged for early April, as usual. We
will confirm the full details in our next newsletter but we are
making arrangements for Friday 10th April, so it’s a date to
pencil in on your calendar.

Our Guest Speaker this year will be Mathew Pitts who is the
Cultural Landscape Advisor for the High Weald AONB. He will
be giving an illustrated talk on the making of the High Weald
which includes the history, ecology, and development of the
landscape, and why the area is special. This should be an
informative interesting talk that very much includes our local
area, so I hope that many of you will want to know more, and
come along and support our event.

by Bob Johnson

Great White Egret
Firstly an apology, due to an oversight by myself, the Great
White Egret sightings from the 5/9 to 13/9 were missed off  the
bird sightings of the last newsletter. Sightings of the bird that
were from 29/9 to 2/10 are included with this period’s bird
sightings.

The Great White Egret is a national rarity which first visited us
this year on the 5/9. It was popular and seen very well, often
being close enough to the viewing area to enable many to take
some very nice photographs (See website).  This was our first
really viewable Great White Egret at Weir Wood. The three
previous sightings which were all in 2013 were either flyovers
or very short visits seen by few.

In the period between visits when it was missing from Weir
Wood, we suspect it may have moved to other local reservoirs
as there were also sightings at Bough Beech and Bewl Water
Reservoirs.

Its eventual departure on the 2/10 from Weir Wood coincided
with quickly rising water levels. These would have reached the
point where it no longer had shallow water to wade through
and thus could only look for food at the water edges.
Meanwhile, Bough Beech still had much lower water levels,
we suspect our bird probably moved there. Two Great White
Egrets were being reported at Bough Beech after this date for
a short while.

by Bob Johnson

Reserve Management News
In the last newsletter I said that the Whillet’s pool reed bed
work was still in progress. That work was completed during
October, with further willow tree clearance to open out the
edges of the reed bed, Whillet’s island vegetation was cut
back and saplings cleared, also the reed bed had a couple of
openings cut to enable better wildlife access through the now
flooded reed bed to the cleared areas behind. The Reed
Bunting winter roost numbers detailed in the bird news and in
an article after the bird news, and the fact it is now attracting
the likes of a Water Rail, clearly show the work undertaken
has improved our reed bed habitat for wildlife.

You will be aware from past news that two of the Common
Tern rafts broke from their moorings in the last year. One went
in the gales of last winter and was missing from this year’s
Tern nesting season. This raft proved to be too old and rotten
to economically repair, so the work party team decided to
design and build a replacement.

Led by our volunteer carpentry experts Shaun & Colin a
new replacement was built, and the team deserve a big
thank you, as it has now been successfully launched and is
in position.
In August a gale broke another raft from its worn/rusting
mooring chains, and the anchors were lost. The raft had
timber repairs and new anchors before being towed back
out and is now back in position. We therefore have three
tern rafts ready for the coming Tern nesting season.

This autumn we have built and installed 7 new bat boxes
within the reserve, to help protect and support this animal
group. Six new bird boxes suitable for Mandarin and Stock
Dove have been fitted, some replacing old boxes that were
in very poor condition. Several other boxes have also been
repaired or replaced.
The study area has a large number of Grey Alder trees
which are non-native and not wildlife friendly. In particular
Grey Alders send out suckers from their roots producing
new trees and over the years have become too dominant.
This autumn we decided to make new efforts to cut down
many of these sucker trees before they get any bigger.
They will sucker again, but we hope this recent work will
allow us to get on top of the problem and be able to better
control this species from further spread.
The meadow pond had its autumn maintenance with some
cutting back and raking out of pond weed and the alien
crassula helmsii which is trying to establish, also a leaking
pond bank was rectified. Some further Yellow Rattle seed
was sown in the meadows as part of the wild flower
management. Another of our autumn jobs was trimming
back several hedges around the reserve, and planting
some replacement hedging where we had gaps to fill.

Our current contract with Southern Water ends on the 31st

March when we will be required to have a new contract. I
contacted Southern Water last month asking what
arrangements they have made for negotiations and renewal
of the Nature Reserve management contracts,
remembering that last year we lost 3 months of ranger
visits due to Southern Water not being able to sort out
contracts in a timely manner. Inevitably the answer I got
was nothing yet. Our contact at Southern Water who deals
with contracts for Weir Wood is currently away until the
New Year. We will ensure he is reminded when he gets
back.

Friends Website by Bob Johnson

I want to highlight some areas of our website which
perhaps some of our members may not be familiar with.
Some may check the latest sightings, or look at the latest
pictures, but may not realise that, if you click the picture
archive button, the photos are listed by subject matter e.g.
flowers, mammals etc, and for birds by species. This allows
you to view, for example, all the Osprey or Egret pictures
right up to the latest. Going to the “link” tab, accesses a
downloadable sheet giving map and full details of the full
walk around the reservoir. There are also links to the latest
reservoir water levels, links to local wildlife Societies and
other Weir Wood websites. For instance the Sailing club
website has a Weir Wood webcam and weather station link.
Visit our website and search around, you may be surprised
at how much is on there.

Welcome!
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BIRD SIGHTINGS: 29/09/14 – 30/12/14 Covers all reservoir plus Whillet’s
Little Grebe - 1 on 7/10 & 8/12.
Great Crested Grebe – Regular (counts over 20), 42 on 9/10, 33 on 10/10, 64 on 12/10, 62 on 19/10, 20+ on 28/10, 59 on
9/11, 32 on 8/12.
Cormorant – Regular (counts over 15) 18 on 5/10, 20 on 12/10, 49 on 14/10, 24 on 19/10, 44 on 28/10, 16 on 31/10, 25 on
9/11, 24 on 16/11, 50 on 29/11, 26 on 7/12 & 8/12, 23 on 14/12, 21 on 21/12, 36 on 30/12.
Grey Heron –   3 on 5/10, 8 on 12/10, then up to 3 until 24/10, 1 on 4/11, 2 on 9/11, then 1 occasionally until end of period.
Little Egret – 1 from 29/9 to 12/10, 2 on 9/11.
Great White Egret - 1 from 5/9 to 13/9, 1 from 29/9 to 2/10.
Mute Swan – 2 on 13/10, 1 on 21/10, 5 on 4/11, 6 on 5/11, 7 on 9/11, 3 on 14/12, 2 on 20/12.
Egyptian Goose – 2 on 13/12 & 19/12.
Greylag Goose – Regular (counts over 45), 200 on 29/9, 110 on 5/10, 130 on 19/10 & 21/10, 148 on 24/10, 130 on 30/10 &
31/10, 60 on 7/11, 130 on 9/11, 70 on 18/11 & 23/11, 91 on 7/12 & 8/12, 62 on 14/12, 46 on 21/12 & 23/12.
Canada Goose – Regular (counts over 20), 130 on 7/10, 30 on 30/10, 101 on 8/12, 23 on 23/12.
White Feral and hybrid Geese – Several have occasionally been noted with Canada & Greylag flocks.
Mandarin – Regular (counts over 10) – 27 on 1/10, 35 on 2/10, 18 on 5/10, 27 on 12/10 & 13/10, 11 on 19/10, 15 on 24/10,
10 on 27/10, 25 on 30/10, 9 on 31/10 & 4/11, 18 on 10/11, 15 on 15/11, 8 on 25/11, 12 on 29/11.
Gadwall – 8 on 14/10, 3 on 30/10 & 31/10, 5 from 7/11 to 9/11, 6 on 16/11, Up to 8 regularly from 18/11 but with 10 on 24/11,
9 on 29/11, 16 on 8/12, 11 on 19/12, 17 on 28/12, 24 on 30/12.
Teal – 35 on 29/9, 24 on 1/10, 43 on 2/10, 31 on 5/10, 53 on 7/10, 41 on 8/10, 39 on 9/10 and then numbers slowly dropped
until 19 on 27/10, up to 30 from 28/10 to 31/10, then up to 5 until 7 on 23/11, 2 on 19/12 & 22/12, 4 on 28/12, 6 on 30/12.
Mallard - Resident - (counts over 20), 46 on 29/9, 37 on 5/10, 81 on 9/10, 101 on 12/10, 34 on 19/10, 20+ on 31/10, 47 on
9/11, 32 on 23/11, 45 on 8/12, 28 on 23/12, 34 on 30/12.
Pintail – 1 on 30/10. Wigeon – 1 on 7/10.
Pochard - 2 on 8/11 & 15/11, 1 on 14/12, 21/12 & 22/12. Goosander – 1 on 25/11 &16/12.
Tufted Duck – 1 on 12/10, 14 on 9/11, 2 on 18/11, 1 on 24/11, 2 on 25/11, 1 on 29/11, 3 on 6/12, 3 on 21/12, 2 on 23/12, 4
on 30/12.
Kestrel – 1 on 29/9, 1 on 5/10, 7/10, 8/10 & 12/10, 1 on 27/10 & 31/10, 1 on 7/11, 9/11, 25/11 & 29/11, 2 on 8/12, 1 on 21/12,
21/12 & 28/12.
Sparrowhawk – 1 on 29/9, 14/10, 27/10 & 31/10, 1 on 4/11, 7/11 & 9/11, 2 on 15/11, 1 on 7/12 & 8/12.
Common Buzzard – 5 on 5/10, 4 on 7/10, 1 on 12/10, 3 on 19/10 & 27/10, 2 on 31/10, 3 on 9/11 then 1 regularly until 2 on
23/12, 3 on 28/12.
Pheasant – Regular and resident in low numbers. (Counts over 5), 6 on 12/10 & 7/11.
Water Rail - 1 on 29/11 & 30/11, 2 on 3/12, 1 on 7/12, 8/12 & 21/12, 2 on 28/12, 1 on 30/12.
Moorhen – Resident (Counts over 5) – 16 on 5/10, 27 on 12/10, 6 on 7/11, 7 on 9/11, 5 on 25/11.
Coot – 1 regularly until 19/10 then up to 4 regularly (counts over 4), 5 on 9/11, 10 on 23/11, 7 on 25/11, 10 on 29/11, 6 on
2/12, 10 on 3/12, up to 14 from 6/12 to 14/12, 8 on 20/12, 11 on 21/12, 7 on 23/12, 12 on 28/12, 5 on 30/12.
Oystercatcher – 1 on 13/11. Woodcock – 1 on 2/12.
Lapwing – Regular flock throughout period  (counts over 25) 27 on 5/10, 34 on 5/10, 42 on 8/10, 46 on 9/10, 52 on 10/10, 59
on 12/10, 28 on 30/10, 42 on 9/11, 31 on 16/11, c.30 on 18/11, 28 on 24/11, 35 on 12/12, 30+ on 16/12 & 20/12, 36 on 21/12
& 22/12, 34 on 23/12, 26 on 28/12.
Common Snipe – 8 on 29/9, 9 on 1/10, 8 on 2/10, up to 6 from 5/10 to 10/10 but with 14 on 8/10 & 12/10, 2 on 13/10, 1 on
27/10, 4 on 30/10 & 31/10, 3 on 7/11, 2 on 9/11, 12 on 18/11, 4 on 29/11, 7 on 2/12, 8 on 14/12, 1 on 16/12, 2 on 28/12.
Green Sandpiper - 3 from 29/9 to 5/10, 2 from 7/10 to10/10, 1 on 12/10 & 13/10.
Black Headed Gull  - Regular - 15 on 28/9, (counts over 20), 23 on 9/10, 30 on 12/10, 154 on 27/10, c.500 @ roost on 9/11,
51 on 16/11, 280 on 24/11, 200+ on 25/11, c.1500 @ roost on 8/12, 50 on 14/12, 31 on 21/12, 24 on 28/12.
Many Gulls roost on large open waters in winter, at the dam end huge numbers may come in at dusk particularly when its
very cold, most leaving again early morning to feed elsewhere.
Med Gull – 1 on 19/12. LBB Gull – 1 on 5/10 & 9/11.
Common Gull – 2 on 15/10 & 30/10, 1 on 31/10, 20 @ roost on 9/11, 6 on 16/11, 1 on 18/11, 7 on 24/11, 1 on 29/11, 4 on
7/12, c.20 @ roost on 8/12, 2 on 14/12, 26 on 19/12, 8 on 21/12, 10 on 22/12, 9 on 28/12.
Herring Gull – 4 on 12/10, 2 on 19/10, 20 flyover on 9/11, 15 on 16/11, 1 on 24/11 & 25/11, 4 on 7/12, c.20 @ roost on 8/12,
2 on 14/12, 1 flyover on 21/12. GBB Gull – 1 on 24/11.
Common Tern – 1 from 12/10 to 14/10.
Wood Pigeon – Ubiquitous – (counts over 20), 120 on 27/10, 20+ on 9/11, c150 on 16/11.
Stock Dove – 1 on 5/10, 14 on 7/10, 1 on 12/10, 2 on 28/10, 1 on 7/11 & 9/11, 1 on 8/12 & 23/12, 2 on 28/12.
Barn Owl - 1 on 2/12 & 16/12.
Tawny Owl - mainly heard – 1 on 5/10, 26/10, 30/10 & 31/10, 1 on 25/11 & 30/11, 1 on 7/12, 8/12 & 28/12.
Kingfisher – 1 Regularly during period (counts over 1), 2 on 1/10, 5/10 & 7/10, 2 on 12/10, 13/10 & 30/10, 2 on 9/11 & 15/11.
Green Woodpecker – 1 on 29/9, 5/10, 12/10 & 15/10, 2 on 27/10, 1 on 9/11, 1 on 7/12, 2 on 8/12.
Gt Spotted Woodpecker – 1 occasionally throughout period, 2 on 12/10, 2 on 9/11, 23/11, 8/12 & 21/12, 2 on 28/12 & 30/12.
Skylark – 1 on 9/11.
Swallow - 7 on 1/10, 4 on 7/10, 2 on 8/10, 8 on 12/10, and 15 on 15/10.
House Martin - 8 on 8/10, 2 on 15/10.
Meadow Pipit – 57 on 29/9, 2 on 5/10, 15 on 12/10, 1 on 27/10, 3 on 9/11.
Grey Wagtail – 1 on 29/9, 5/10, 12/10 to 14/10, 2 on 27/10, 1 on 9/11, 2 on 24/11, 1 on 8/12 & 22/12.
Pied Wagtail – 2 on 29/9 & 5/10, 3 on 12/10 & 19/10, up to 2 from 24/10 to 28/10, 4 on 31/10, 19 on 9/11, 3 on 16/11, 2 on
23/11, 4 on 8/12.
Northern Wheatear – 1 on 29/9, 1 on 5/10 & 8/10.
Song Thrush – 1 on 29/9, 1 on 31/10, 2 on 9/11, 4 on 16/11, 1 on 19/11 & 24/11, 6 on 8/12, 1 on 23/12, 2 on 28/12.
Mistle Thrush – 1 on 29/9, 1 on 4/11, 3 on 8/12, 1 on 14/12, 2 on 21/12, 4 on 22/12, 2 on 23/12 & 28/12.
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BIRD SIGHTINGS Continued… by Bob Johnson

Blackbird – Regular and resident (counts over 5), 6 on 9/11, 7 on 8/12.
Wren, Dunnock, Robin – regular and resident reported in low numbers, (No counts over 5).
Fieldfare – 110 flyovers on 27/10, 1 on 7/11, 40+ on 25/11 & 2/12, 1 on 7/12, 2 on 8/12, 6 on 21/12, 5 on 22/12, 1 on 23/12
& 28/12.
Redwing – 2 on 13/10, 103 on 15/10, 10+ on 24/10, 1 on 27/10 & 28/10, 10 on 31/10, 35 on 9/11, 33 on 16/11, 2 on 17/11, 1
on 21/11 & 24/11, 5+ on 25/11, 30 on 29/11, 27+ on 30/11, 20 on 3/12, 1 on 6/12, 4+ on 7/12, 5 on 14/12, 2 on 28/12, 13 on
30/12.
Blackcap - 14 on 29/9. Chiffchaff - 14 on 29/9, 3 on 5/10, 1 on 24/10 & 31/10.
Goldcrest - 3 on 29/9, 1 on 9/11, 2 on 21/12, 1 on 28/12.
L.T. Tit –   6 on 29/9, 2 on 12/10, 5+ on 21/10, 1 on 31/10, 3 on 7/11, 4 on 3/12 & 8/12, 15 on 21/12, 4 on 23/12.
Marsh Tit –   2 on 29/9, 1 on 5/10, up to 2 regularly from 31/10 until the end of the period.
Coal Tit –   1 on 29/9, 2 on 24/10, 1 regularly from 4/11 until the end of period.
Blue Tit – Regular (counts over 5), 5+ regularly from 7/11, 10+ regularly from 23/11, 15+ on 21/12 & 23/12.
Great tit - Regular (counts over 5), 5+ regularly from 8/12.
Nuthatch – 1 on 19/10 & 24/10, 1 regularly from 31/10 until end of the period, 2 on 9/11.
Treecreeper – 1 on 15/10, 1 on 9/11, 15/11 & 23/11.
Jay – 2 on 5/10, 1 on 12/10, 2 on 13/10, 1 on 24/10, 2 on 9/11 & 16/11, 1 on 20/12.
Magpie – Resident with up to 4 reported regularly (counts over 4) 5 on 12/10, 12 on 27/10, 6 on 21/12, 11 on 28/12.
Raven –   1 on 29/9 &16/12. Rook –   20 on 9/11 at dam end rookery.
Jackdaw – Occasional (counts over 5), 10 on 5/10, c.20 on 19/10, 6 on 30/10, 6+ on 21/12.
Carrion Crow – Resident in low numbers (counts over 5), 12 on 5/10.
Starling – 30+ on 24/10, 3 on 9/11, c.30 on 28/12. House Sparrow – 5 on 16/11.
Chaffinch – Regular from 4/11 onwards (counts over 5), 5+ on 23/11 & 8/12, 8 on 14/12, then up to 10 until end of period.
Greenfinch – 8 on 16/11, up to 3 from 7/12 onwards.
Goldfinch – 4 on 24/10 then up to 5 regularly from 4/11 onwards (counts over 5), 6 on 9/11, 24 on 7/12, 6+ on 14/12, c.20
on 20/12, 6 on 21/12, 22 on 28/12. Lesser Redpoll -   1 on 9/11
Bullfinch – 4 on 5/10, 3 on 8/10, 2 on 9/11, 1 on 16/11, 1 on 20/12 & 28/12. Yellowhammer –  2 on 16/11.
Reed Bunting –  21 roost on 31/10, 6 on 7/11, 4 on 9/11, 6 on 16/11, 115 roost on 29/11, 30 roost on 30/11, 85 roost on
3/12, 177 roost on 8/12, 178 roost on 21/12, 232 roost on 28/12. See our article below.

Other wildlife sightings:
Large Mammals: Rabbit, Badger, Fox, Weasel, Mink, Roe & Fallow Deer have all been reported in this period, and are in
the area, although are not often seen.

Small Mammals: Field voles have been noted at Whillet’s. A bank vole has been seen recently regularly feeding under the
bird seed feeders, and is something to keep an eye open for. It normally hides under the brambles but will run out take a
seed from the ground and quickly run back under cover.

Dragonflies: Southern Hawker: one was still on the wing on  4/11 at Whillet’s Meadow Pond. Common Darter: 9 on the 5/10,
6 on 7/10, 2 pairs still laying eggs  on 4/11, 1 pair egg laying on 9/11, the last report was 3 flying on 18/11 along Pintail bank
seen by a working party.

Butterflies: A late flying Red Admiral was seen on the 9/11.

Around the Reserve  by Bob Johnson Winter 2014/15
Barn Owl News
In the last newsletter, I stated that the Barn Owls had produced 3 chicks which fledged in the summer and we thought that
would be the end of our Barn Owl nesting for this year.

However, while checking and cleaning out the boxes ready for the next season, Phil our bird ringer (who has the necessary
Barn Owl licence) found one box that had a young healthy chick plus 2 more unhatched eggs. The chick eventually fledged
successfully in November and was ringed, the other 2 eggs failed to hatch. Interestingly, the fledging period for this chick
took longer than usual and probably reflected the less abundant food supply available. Breeding in England can be from
February until November although the mean is in May and they can have more than one brood a year.

It amazes me how elusive the Barn Owls at Weir Wood are, they rarely get seen hunting during daylight hours. I watched on
several occasions this autumn at dusk when we knew the Owls had a young chick to feed but they were never seen flying.
We only had two flying Barn Owl sightings this autumn and these were just fleeting sightings by work parties, otherwise we
only know of their presence when the barn owl boxes are occasionally checked by Phil.

Reed Bunting Roost
The Reed Bunting winter roost counts are timed counts as the birds are not seen in a single large flying flock. They are
counted as they enter the reed bed individually or in small groups over the late afternoon period – we think possibly these
birds feed on local fields or the Ashdown Forest by day and then come to Weir Wood to roost. The birds leave the reed bed
in the early morning to go back out and feed.

Abandoned Pet Ducks
On the 29th November persons unknown abandoned 4 white ducks in the reserve near the car park and I later started to
receive concerned calls from people about these ducks, which were reported cowering under a hedge. The following day I
went down to investigate and found that these birds were still in approximately the same area as reported. I tried to coax the
birds towards the water but it was becoming obvious they were not going to be able to adapt and survive… P.T.O
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Friends of Weir Wood Society General Information
Chairman: Bob Johnson, 01892 661548 E–Mail: info@weirwood.me.uk
Minute Secretary: Peter Erridge E–Mail: info@weirwood.me.uk
Treasurer: Glenn Tocher, 01342 328180 E–Mail: membership@weirwood.me.uk
Newsletter Editor: Peter Johnson E–Mail: newsletter@weirwood.me.uk
Website Editor: Derek Washington E–Mail: sightings@weirwood.me.uk
Site Dragon & Damselfly Recorder: Peter Erridge, 10 Richmond Way, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 4TG
SOS Bird Recorder: Barbara Mortlock, 37, Barnmead, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1UY

Other Contact Information
Tuesday Work Party Volunteers: work@weirwood.me.uk Website Photos: photos@weirwood.me.uk

Friends General E–Mail address: info@weirwood.me.uk

Reserve News continued by Bob Johnson Winter 2014/15
I therefore contacted the RSPCA to discuss the situation and they agreed that the ducks needed to be looked after and fed,
and would not survive in the wild. Next day an RSPCA inspector came down and we helped her with their capture. We were
informed that they would be taken to a new home where they would be fed and cared for.

Constitution & Audit of Accounts
A reminder - firstly that the “Friends of Weir Wood Society Constitution” is available on our website (See the “Join” tab to
view). The latest version is amendment 2 dated 4/4/2014 which followed the minor changes we made at our last AGM.
Secondly that although as a Society with a small income we are not required by law to have our accounts audited, we
choose to have this done, and it is in our Constitution so that our members can be certain that our funds are correctly
managed and accounted for.  We arrange for the audit to be carried out in January, so that a signed copy of the previous
year’s (2014) audited accounts can be made available, usually sent to members in the newsletter that is issued in late March,
just before our AGM in April.

Working Party Volunteers
We currently have a small group of regular volunteers for our Tuesday working parties, but we are looking to increase our
numbers so we can achieve more. If you are occasionally free on a Tuesday and would be interested in doing something
worthwhile to help benefit the reserve and local wildlife then we would love to see you. We try to make it a friendly group, no-
one is asked to do anything they are not happy with, and there is no pressure, if you only want to do a few hours then that’s
fine. Benefits include the chance to see parts of the reservoir normally closed to the public and to get more involved with the
wildlife. We can supply any tools you need to use, just wear suitable outdoor work clothing and bring protective gloves.

Volunteers meet at the hide Car Park every Tuesday often around 9:45 but official start is 10:00 we finish at 15:00 those
staying the day bring a packed lunch and a flask. You can just turn up on the day, or ideally email or contact Bob Johnson or
Glenn Tocher beforehand which means we can be expecting you.

We are considering occasionally having a weekend working party for those that cannot do Tuesdays, so if you are interested
in a weekend work party, let us know , if there is enough interest then we will organise a date.
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Friends of Weir Wood Website Address: http://www.weirwood.me.uk
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