
Friends of Weir Wood Society 

AUTUMN WALK 

12th November 2022 

It was bright, sunny and unseasonably warm for our members autumn walk. The fine weather 

brought out a good crowd and some 25 friends gathered at the start. We made our way slowly 

through the woods in the study area looking for fungi and anything that caught our interest. The 

strong smell of rotting meat drew our attention to a stink horn by the side of the path. It was 

exuding black slime (gleba). When we returned about one and a half hours later the slime had gone. 

It had been taken by flies and beetles. The spores are carried in the slime and dispersed by insects. 

The Scarlet Caterpillarclub fungus which was found is a new record for Weir Wood and it is generally 

scarce. It is a parasite on the pupae of moths. The visitors saw the work that has been done in 

clearing the red bog and improving the small pond and water ways. We walked as far as the end of 

Pintail Point. Some of the visitors had not been there before and they appreciated the great views 

from a new viewpoint. We walked back to the car park and on to Whillet's meadows.  

The ringers had set up their nets in the reed bed and they had a number of birds ready for us to see. 

We were interested to watch the measuring, recording and ringing process. They showed us the 

different plumages of male and female, young and adult Reed Buntings. During their session they 

caught 16 Reed Buntings. One adult male already had a ring which had been put on at Icklesham 

reed bed in November 2020 when the bird was in its first year. They also had 3 Blue Tits and 2 

Starlings. They had a shock at dusk when 150 starlings flew in but fortunately they managed to trap 

only 2. Very few Starlings have been seen on recent reconnaissances this year. We tried out the new 

viewing platform to get views across the reed bed and the river. Then we splashed through the 

water meadows as far as the pond. By now it was getting quite dark and chilly so most started on 

their way home. We did not see the flocks of Redwing or Starlings. But it was a most enjoyable 

afternoon. 

Thank you to the organisers, our guides and the ringers. 

 

 

 

Photographs from the walk - follow on the next page. 
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The water level has risen quickly following the heavy rains of last week. 

  
Stinkhorn (Phallus impudicus) 
with black spore-bearing slime 

Stinkhorn (Phallus impudicus) 
the same fungus about 1.5  hours later 

when the insects have carried away the slime. 

  
Blushing Rosette (Abortiporus biennis) Burgundydrop Bonnett (Mycena haematopus) 
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Candle Snuff (Xylaria hypoxylon) Jelly Ear Fungus (Auricularia auricula-judae) 

  
Purple Jellydisc (Ascocoryne sarcoides) Yellow Fieldcap (Bolbitius titubans) 

  
Scurfy Twiglet (Tubavia furfuracea) Scurfy Twiglet (Tubavia furfuracea) 

  
Scarlet Caterpillarclub (Cordyceps militaris) 

New record for Weir Wood and scarce generally 
Scarlet Caterpillarclub (Cordyceps militaris) 

New record for Weir Wood and scarce generally 
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Walking in the Study Area woods 

 

Photos by Richard Allan 
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