Friends of Weir Wood Newsletter

Newsletter No. 87

Welcome!

FRIENDS 2020 AGM

Our AGM will be on Friday March 13th, at our usual venue
in Forest Row. We will start with the formal AGM business
at 7:15pm followed by our Guest Speaker at 8pm. The
AGM agenda will be:

Apologies for absence

Approval of 2019 AGM Minutes

Matters arising

Chairman’s Report

Membership Secretary & Website Editor Report
Treasurer’s Report & Approval of 2019 Accounts
and acceptance of the Auditor

7. Election of Officers and Committee

8. Any Other Business - Any Questions.

ISR

We are a friendly Committee team, who are looking for a
new Committee member. Either someone who could take
on some secretarial work, such as our Committee
meeting minutes of which we normally have only 4
meetings a year. Or perhaps, someone who has good
wildlife knowledge & experience. If you are interested in
getting involved, please contact us.

Following the AGM formal business, | am very pleased to
announce that our guest speaker will be Penny Green
who is the Senior Ecologist for the Knepp Estate, near
Horsham in West Sussex. She will be giving us an
illustrated talk on the very successful rewilding project
that has been undertaken on the Knepp Estate.

Since 2001, land which was once intensively farmed, has
been devoted to a pioneering rewilding project. Using
grazing animals as the drivers of habitat creation, plus the
restoration of natural water courses, the project has seen
extraordinary increases in wildlife. Rare species such as
turtle doves, nightingales, peregrine falcons and purple
emperor butterflies are now breeding here; and
populations of more common species have hugely
increased. This is a local success story you will want to
know about.

“Re-wilding the Knepp Estate”
by Penny Green
Community Centre, Hartfield Road, Forest Row,
East Sussex, RH18 5DZ
Tea & Coffee will be available in the break
Admission - donations appreciated

Everyone welcome

(doors open 7pm)

Winter 19/°20

Fungus Foray Report 2019

On Saturday 9th November 2019 the water levels in
the reservoir were high and the paths through the study
area were boggy. The areas on the shore where we
explored last year were under water, but a group of 22
people still thoroughly enjoyed their fungi foray walk.

The members of the Sussex Fungus Society who
joined us were very friendly and helpful enabling all of
us to keep up with the finds and identifications as we
got spread out making our way out to Pintail Point and
back.

Thanks to the many pairs of experienced eyes we
found some 74 species; including: large ones; very
small ones; jelly ones; carpet ones and quite rare ones.

The quite rare one was Guepiniopsis buccinia. There
are only about a dozen records for the UK and it is new
to East Sussex. It has a more or less worldwide
distribution but prefers broad-leaf woodland in
temperate/subtropical climates where it is a weak
saprophyte, decomposing dead wood. It is a
basidiomycete related to other ‘jelly’ fungi such as
Stag's Horn.

Our thanks to Nick Aplin the Chair of The Sussex
Fungus Society, for leading the walk. We were also
privileged to have Martin Allison with us, who is the
county recorder for basidiomycete fungi. Nick is the
recorder for ascomycetes.

It is unusual to have both of them together covering
such a wide spectrum of the fungi kingdom.

A full list of the fungi species found with photos can be
seen on our website, where there is also a detailed
explanation of what are basidiomycete and
ascomycetes fungi types.

(adapted from T H-Jones web report)

Whillet’s Butterflies

Of the 31 species of butterfly recorded at Whillet’s, 26
were noted in 2019 including two new species with a
sighting of a Chalkhill Blue & Brown Argus.

Another rarer butterfly is the secretive Brown
Hairstreak first seen at the meadows in 2018 and this
year it was seen again. We also found some eggs to
confirm an attempt to breed at the site.

It was a better year for our Small, Essex & Large
Skippers, Ringlet had a max count of 132 in July,
Meadow Brown max count of 97 & Gatekeeper max
count of 76 - all had their highest maximum counts for
5 years.

Orange Tip also had a better year, but Small
Tortoiseshell has drastically declined nationally, we
had just 1 sighting at the meadows, where it was once
quite common. By Bob Johnson



BIRD SIGHTINGS: 14/9/19 to 28/12/19 Covers all reservoir plus Whillet's

Little Grebe — 1 on 3/10 & 20/10, upto 3 on 3/11, 1 on 5/11, 1/12 & 3/12, 3 0on 2/12 & 9/12, 2 on 5/12, 3 on 9/12, 1 on 24/12.
Great Crested Grebe — Regular (counts over 10), 68 on 15/9, 35 on 13/10, 34 on 17/11, 12 on 1/12, 14 on 15/12.
Cormorant — Regular (counts over 10), up to 27 on 15/9 & 20/9, 37 on 13/10, 40 on 15/10, 23 on 8/11, 25 on 17/11, 15 on
15/12, 17 on 24/12.

Little Egret —1 on 15/9 & 21/9, 2 on 18/09. Spoonbill — 7 flyover on 20/10.
Grey Heron — Regular, 9 on 15/9, 3 on 20/9, 5 on 1/10, 2 on 3/10, 4 on 13/10, 1 on 15/10, 2 on 3/11, 1 on 8/11, 4 on 17/11, 1
on 2/12, 3 on 15/12. Mute Swan — 1 on 1/12.

Greylag Goose — Regular (counts over 70), 324 on 15/9, 258 on 20/9, 420 on 22/9, 77 on 26/9, 361 on 3/10, 276 on 15/10,
149 on 7/11, 84 on 8/11, 150 on 9/11, 358 on 17/11, 234 on 1/12, 376 on 2/12, 200 on 3/12, 508 on 5/12, 462 on 6/12, 214 on
15/12, 127 on 24/12. Plus a few Feral/Hybrid Geese noted. 12 on 15/9, 11 on 22/9, 6 on 26/9, 10 on 3/10.

Canada Goose — 220 on 15/9, 177 on 20/9, 2 on 3/10, 7 on 13/10, 4 on 15/10, 8 on 17/11, 1 on 9/12 & 15/12, 6 on 24/12.
Egyptian Goose — 2 on 15/9, 29/9, 13/10 & 21/10, 2 regularly from 3/11 to 9/11, 4 on 14/11, 17/11 & 18/11, 2 regularly from
24/11 to 15/12, 2 on 25/12. Brent Goose —2 on 11/11.

Mandarin — 7 on 15/9, 9 on 22/9, 2 on 29/9, 5 on 3/10, 8 on 7/10, 6 on 13/10, 4 on 15/10, 2 on 22/10, 1 on 31/10 & 3/11, 3 on
7/11 & 9/11, 6 on 8/11, 2 on 17/11, 1 on 24/11, 8 on 28/11, 4 on 1/12,50n 5/12, 3 on 8/12 & 15/12, 5 on 22/12, 10 on 23/12, 2
on 24/12, 9 on 25/12. Wigeon — 2 on 5/12.

Gadwall — up to 2 regularly until 21/10 (counts over) 3 on 20/9, 30/9, 1/10 & 21/10, 3 on 24/11, 2 on 1/12, 7 on 2/12, 4 on 3/12,
90n4/12,30n5/12,7 on 9/12.

Teal - Regular until 3/10 (counts over 3) 13 on 15/9, 14 on 18/9, 9 on 20/9, 18 on 21/9, 10 on 24/9, 5 on 26/9, 24 on 29/9, 9 on
1/10, 7 on 3/10, 1 on 13/10 & 23/12.

Mallard - Resident (counts over 5), 29 on 15/9, 8 on 31/10, 55 on 13/10, 11 on 15/10, up to 20 from 7/11 to 17/11, 12 on 21/11,
10 on 1/12, 15 0on 5/12, 30 on 9/12 & 15/12, 8 on 24/12. A hybrid was also regularly seen.

Shoveler — 1 on 18/9, 4 on 21/9. Shelduck - 1 on 24/11.
Common Pochard - 1 on 9/11, 3 on 28/11, 4 on 1/12, 5 on 2/12 & 3/12, 2 on 4/12, 9 on 5/12, 4 on 6/12, up to 6 from 8/12 to
25/12. Goosander —1 on 17/11.

Tufted Duck — 1 on 21/10, 2 on 9/11, 6 on 15/12, 2 on 24/12, 1 on 25/12.

Common Buzzard - 1 reported regularly (counts over), 5 on 15/9, 3 on 20/9, 6 on 23/9, 5 on 24/9, 6 on 1/10, 3 on 13/10, 5 on
20/10, 22/10 & 3/11,3 0on 7/11 & 8/11,2 on 17/11 & 1/12.

Sparrowhawk — 2 on 21/9, 1 on 23/9 & 13/10, 2 on 20/10, 1 on 5/11, 17/11, 21/11, 24/11, 1/12 & 15/12, 2 on 24/12.

Kestrel — 1 on 15/9, 23/9, 13/10 & 20/10, 2 on 3/11, 1 on 5/11.

Hobby — 1 regularly from 15/9 to 29/9. Osprey - 2 on 20/9.

Red Kite — 1 on 18/9, 3/11 & 5/11. Goshawk — 1 on 21/9 & 20/10.

Pheasant — Regular (counts over 5), 6 on 26/9 & 13/10, 30 on 5/11, 40 on 17/11.

Water Rail - 1 regularly from 15/10 to 5/11, 3 on 11/11, 2 on 17/11, 21/11 & 1/12, 1 on 24/11, 3 on 15/12, 1 on 23/12 & 24/12.
Moorhen — Resident (Counts over 2), 9 on 15/9, 7 on 20/9 & 26/9, 5 on 1/10, 6 on 13/10, 5 on 20/10, 3 on 8/11, 6 on 17/11, 3
on 3/12, 6 on 15/12.

Coot —20n 15/9, 1 on 1/10, 2 on 3/10, 1 on 24/11, 3 0on 28/11 & 2/12, 2 on 1/12, 4/12 & 5/12, 3 on 6/12, 4 on 9/12, 1 on 15/12.
Woodcock —1 on 9/12 & 16/12. Black-tailed Godwit — 1 on 20/9.

Common Snipe — 1 on 20/9, 21/9, 23/9, 3 on 24/9, 3 on 23/9 & 29/9, 1 on 5/11, 2 on 17/12, 1 on 24/12.

Lapwing — 15 on 15/9, 23 on 21/9, 3 on 23/9 & 24/9, 2 on 26/9, 3 on 29/9, 1 on 7/10, 6 on 13/10, 27 on 24/11.

Green Sandpiper — Up to 2 regularly until 1/10 (counts over 2), 3 on 18/9.

Common Sandpiper — 1 regularly until 29/9, with 4 on 15/9, 3 on 30/9, 2 on 15/10.

Black Headed Gull — Regular throughout the period (counts over 15), 144 on 15/9, 32 on 13/10, 70 on 23/10, 23 on 3/11, 63
on 8/11, 52 on 9/11, 60 on 17/11, 40 on 1/12, 460 on 4/12, 700 on 15/12.

Common Gull — 1 on 15/9, 7/10 & 30/10, 2 on 8/11, 1 on 14/11, 30on 17/11 & 1/12, 2 on 5/12, 14 on 15/12.

Herring Gull =5 0n 15/9, 1 on 17/11, 4 on 15/12.

LBB Gull =1 0on 15/9, 7/10 & 15/12. Med Gull — 1 on 23/10.

Stock Dove — 2 on 15/9, 1 on 1/10, 22 on 7/10, 5 on 13/10, 4 on 20/10, 1 on 8/11, 11 on 17/11, 27 on 18/11, 28 on 1/12, 2 on
15/12, 1 on 24/12.

Wood Pigeon — Ubiquitous (counts over 30), 35 on 13/10, 2604 visual migration count, 125 on 3/11, 300 on 7/11, 120 on 8/11,
100+ on 9/11, 11/11 & 24/12. Barn Owl — 1 on 23/9.

Tawny Owl — 1 on 15/9, 23/9, 5/11, 11/11, 17/11, 19/11, 21/11 & 1/12.

Kingfisher — 1 regularly throughout period (counts over), 3 on 15/9, 20/9 & 21/9, 2 on 7/10, 13/10 & 22/10, 2 on 17/11 & 15/12.
Green Woodpecker — 1 on 15/9, 29/9, 13/10 & 3/11, 1 on 15/12 & 24/12.

Gt Spotted Woodpecker —2 on 13/10, 1 on 8/11 & 9/11, 2 on 17/11, 1 on 5/12, 2 on 15/12, 1 on 24/12.

Skylark — 1 on 7/10 & 2/12. Ring-necked Parakeet — 21 on 3/11.
House Martin — 6 on 15/9, 1200 on 23/9, 60 on 24/9, 40 on 25/9, 17 on 26/9, 60 on 29/9, 65 on 30/9, 102 on 10/10, 56 on
13/10, 10 on 14/10, 1 on 8/11. Sand Martin — 1 on 29/9.

Swallow - 2 on 29/9, 1 on 30/9 & 7/10, 3 on 10/10, 5 on 13/10, 7 on 14/10, 1 on 15/10.

Meadow Pipit - 3 on 15/9, 29/9 & 30/9, 46 on 7/10, 13 on 13/10, 42 on 14/10, 20 on 20/10, 46 on 3/11, 4 on 5/11, 1 on 7/11,
22 on 8/11, 7 on 17/11, 6 on 15/12.

Wheatear — 1 on 15/9.

Grey Wagtail — 2 on 15/9, 1 on 3/10, 2 on 7/10, 1 on 13/10, 2 on 3/11, 1 on 5/11, 7/11, 11/11, 17/11 & 21/11.

Pied Wagtail — 13 on 15/9, 3 on 20/9 & 30/9, 1 on 1/10, 4 on 7/10 & 14/10, 3 on 13/10 & 20/10, 2 on 3/11, 5/11 & 15/12.
Blackbird — Regular & resident (counts over 5), 6 on 17/11.

Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Magpie — Regular and resident. No counts over 5.

Stonechat — 1 on 21/9 & 29/9, 2 on 30/9, 1 on 7/10 & 14/10, 2 on 20/10, 22/10, 3/11 & 5/11, 1 on 11/11, 2 on 17/11.
Redstart — 1 on 15/9.

Song Thrush — 1 on 23/9 & 26/9, 36 on 7/10 flyover, 1 on 13/10, 2 on 14/10 & 20/10, 8 on 3/11, 3 on 17/11, 2 on 15/12.
Mistle Thrush — 2 on 23/9, 4 on 20/10, 2 on 5/11, 1 on 11/11 & 15/12.



BIRD SIGHTINGS Continued... by Bob Johnson

Redwing — 108 migration count (mc) on 8/10, 74 on 13/10, 25 on 20/10, 8 on 22/10, 2 on 31/10, 39 on 3/11, 15 on 5/11, 200
roost count(rc) on 11/11, 8 on 14/11, 51 on 17/11, 250rc on 19/11, 10 on 21/11, 22 on 1/12, 31 on 15/12, 10 on 23/12.
Fieldfare — 7 on 7/10, 3 on 20/10 & 23/10, 10 on 31/10, 9 on 3/11, 2 on 7/11, 60 on 17/11, 5 on 1/12, 2 on 8/12, 22 on 9/12,
6 on 15/12, 8 on 23/12.

Blackcap — 13 on 14/9, 3 on 15/9, 5 on 18/9, 6 on 20/9, 4 on 21/9, 10 on 23/9, 3 on 5/10, 2 on 7/10.

Common Whitethroat — 1 on 18/9. Lesser Whitethroat — 1 on 7/10.

Chiffchaff - 6 on 14/9, 5 on 15/9, 11 on 18/9, 4 on 20/9, 2 on 21/9, 8 on 23/9, 5 on 29/9 & 30/9, 11 on 5/10, 12 on 7/10, 3 on
10/10, 2 on 13/10, 14/10 & 20/10, 1 on 31/10. Willow Warbler — 2 on 15/9.

Reed Warbler — 1 on 20/9. Sedge Warbler - 1 on 14/9 & 15/9.

Goldcrest - 2 on 5/10, 1 on 7/10 to 14/10, 3 on 20/10, 5 on 31/10, 2 on 3/11, 30on 5/11 & 6/11, 1 on 10/11, 50n 17/11, 2 on
24/11, 1 on 15/12 & 24/12. Firecrest - 1 on 7/10.

L.T. Tit—4on 18/9, 6 on 7/10, 7 on 10/10, 24 on 23/10, 2 on 31/10, 6 on 3/11, 3 on 10/11, 7 on 17/11, 2 on 5/12, 7 on 15/12,
4 on 24/12.

Marsh Tit — Up to 2 reported regularly (counts over), 5 on 7/10, 3 on 5/12 & 25/12.

Coal Tit — 2 on 31/10 then 1 reported regularly (counts over 1), 2 on 3/11, 7 on 17/11, 2 on 21/11, 24/11, 1/12 & 5/12, 3 on
24/12.

Blue Tit — Up to 4 until 20/9, 7 on 23/9, 6 on 26/9, 12 on 5/10 40 on 7/10, 21 on 31/10, Counts of up to 10 once feeders went
out (counts over 10) 15 on 6/11, 42 on 17/11, 20 on 24/11, 12 on 1/12, 18 on 15/12, 13 on 24/12.

Great Tit — Up to 4 intermittently (counts over), 7 on 31/10, 6 on 6/11, 10 on 17/11, 5 on 1/12 & 15/12.

Nuthatch — 2 on 15/9, 1 on 20/9, 23/9, 26/9, 1/10 & 13/10, 1 on 8/11 & 9/11, 4 on 17/11, 1 on 5/12, 15/12 & 24/12.

Tree Creeper — 1 on 20/10, 6/11 & 17/11, 2 on 24/11, 1 on 15/12.

Jay — 3 on 15/9, 2 on 23/9 & 1/10, 1 on 7/10 & 14/10, 10 on 13/10, 2 on 20/10, 4 on 3/11, 1 on 17/11 & 15/12.

Jackdaw — Occasional, 55 on 15/9, 10 on 20/9, 50 on 17/11, 15 on 21/11, 270 on 1/12 flyover, 50 on 15/12, 4 on 24/12.
Rook — 1 on 15/9 & 13/10, 2 on 15/12.

Carrion Crow — Resident in low numbers (counts over 5), 38 on 24/11, 10 on 5/12, 6 on 15/12, 8 on 24/12.

Raven -1 0on 15/9 & 18/9, 2 0on 29/9 & 5/11, 1 on 7/11 & 17/11.

Starling — (counts over 5) 12 on 13/10, 410 roost count(rc) on 20/10, 200rc on 5/11, 71 on 7/11, 3000rc on 11/11, 560rc on
17/11, 500rc on 19/11, 1260rc on 21/11, 1880rc on 24/11, 640rc on 1/12, 2330rc on 15/12, 1500rc on 23/12.

Chaffinch — Regular (counts over 5), 11 on 15/9, 13 on 7/10, 18 on 13/10, 105 on 20/10, 20 on 3/11, 10 on 5/11, 7 on 7/11.
Brambling — 1 on 21/11. Yellowhammer — 1 on 3/11, 5/11, 17/11 & 15/12.
Greenfinch — 9 on 15/9, 2 on 20/9, 5 on 23/9, 5 on 1/10, 7 on 7/10, 4 on 10/10, 1 on 13/10, 7 on 20/10, 2 on 17/11.
Goldfinch — 77 on 15/9, 1 on 7/10, 19 on 13/10, 108 on 14/10, 126 on 20/10, 89 on 3/11, 300 on 5/11, 23 on 17/11, 1 on
24/11 & 5/12, 12 on 1/12, 26 on 15/12, 180 on 22/12.

Bullfinch — 7 on 15/9, 2 on 20/9, 1 on 23/9 & 26/9, 14 on 7/10, 4 on 20/10, 1 on 31/10, 21 on 3/11, 2 on 5/11 & 6/11, 4 on
17/11, 1 on 24/11, 2 on 15/12, 1 on 24/12. Linnet — 9 on 23/9.

Siskin — 3 on 30/9, 35 on 7/10, 55 on 20/10, 1 on 3/11, 2 on 5/11, 3 0on 17/11 & 15/12, 2 on 22/12.

Lesser Redpoll - 30on 3/11, 50n 5/11, 17 on 11/11, 2 on 17/11 & 15/12.

Reed Bunting — 2 on 15/9 & 18/9, 1 on 20/9 & 23/9, 3 on 30/9 & 7/10, 2 on 13/10 & 3/11, 197 roost count (rc) on 5/11, 176rc
on 11/11, 131rc on 17/11, 110rc on 21/11, 106rc on 24/11, 100rc on 1/12, 153rc on 15/12, 155rc on 23/12.

Nature Reserve News Winter ‘19/°20

Whillet’s Reed bed in Winter: In our last newsletter | mentioned the work carried out in early autumn to
further open up the reed bed, cutting back more Willow to allow some further reed bed expansion, but still
retaining the natural winter protection the reed bed gets by keeping a ring of trees around it.

In last winter's roost counts we had counts of up to 230 Reed Buntings roosting, with only a few Starlings
occasionally coming in. This winter that has changed substantially. Our first Reed Bunting count on 5" November
gave 197 Reed Buntings which was a good count, and also 200 Starlings.

However, on 11" November a total of 176 Reed Buntings entered the reed bed, but a colossal c3000 Starlings
also came in. During the rest of November Starling counts varied between 500 & 2300 but there were further
steady reductions in Reed Bunting numbers until by the 15t December only 100 Reed Buntings came in, but 640
Starlings also roosted.

We started to think the big increase in Starling numbers at our relatively small reed bed may be deterring the
Reed Buntings from using the roost. We also saw some Starling murmurations as they displayed before they
finally entered the reed bed, and this was now attracting a hunting Sparrowhawk nightly at dusk. Was this also a
factor?

The last 2 roost counts on 15/12 & 23/12 gave 153 & 155 Reed Bunting counts with 2330 & 1500 Starling counts
respectively. We hope the Reed Bunting numbers have stabilised, even though we have increased Starling roost
numbers, time will tell. The Starling numbers roosting are very unpredictable changing daily.

The reed bed has also attracted at least two over wintering Water Rails with a third having been noted on the
odd occasion within the Whillets area this winter.

For those interested, the Starling roost can be viewed from the road looking over to the reed bed at dusk. Once
the Starlings finally come into the reed bed, the noise from them before they settle for the night is really notable.
Also the “squealing pig” calls from the Water Rails are often heard at dusk. by Bob Johnson



Members News Winter 19/°20

ESCC contract renewal for ‘20/21: We are pleased to confirm that East Sussex County Council have agreed
and signed to renew their contract with Southern Water for providing us Ranger assistance until 315t March 2021.
by Bob Johnson

Membership Renewal 2020: Your membership of The Friends of Weir Wood Society is due for renewal from
1st January 2020. If you received a printed copy of this Newsletter by post, you should find a renewal request slip
with it. Please let us know if you are willing to switch to e-mailed Newsletters in the future.

If you received this Newsletter by email, you should find a renewal reminder attached as well. For the coming year
we will be sending membership e-cards by email to those who are happy to receive their Newsletters that way.
This saves us significant costs and effort. You can print your own copy of your membership card or store it on your
phone so that you can show it if needed.

The annual membership fee is still only £3 per person. Please let me know if you would like information on how to
pay directly by Bank Transfer.

Any additional donation you are able to make will be much appreciated and will greatly help our important
conservation work. Thank you and best wishes for the New Year. by Tom Howard-Jones

Members Bluebell Walk: The date of Saturday 25" April has been set for our bluebell walk for 2020. We
intend to keep to the same format starting at 9:15 with a walk through the study area for the flowers and birds plus
a look at a few nest boxes, followed by a look over at Whillets meadows to finish. (Full details in next issue)

Friends “Open” Day: We have set the date of Sunday 12" July for our annual Open Day, so please note
this in your diary. The intention is to keep the usual format with bird ringing displays etc., but more details will

follow nearer the time. By Bob Johnson
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Friends of Weir Wood Society General Information
Chairman: Bob Johnson, 01892 661548 E-Mail: info@weirwood.me.uk
Membership Secretary: Tom Howard-Jones, 01293 883039 E-Mail: membership@weirwood.me.uk
Treasurer: Bob Hastings, 01825 763573 E-Mail: treasurer@weirwood.me.uk
Newsletter Editor: Peter Johnson, 01892 661548 E-Mail: newsletter@weirwood.me.uk
Website Editor: Tom Howard-Jones, 01293 883039 E-Mail: sightings@weirwood.me.uk

Other Contact Information
Tuesday Work Party Volunteers: work@weirwood.me.uk Website Photos: photos@weirwood.me.uk
Friends General E-Mail address: info@weirwood.me.uk

Friends of Weir Wood Website Address: http://www.weirwood.me.uk




