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OPEN DAY - Sunday 14th July 2019 

Friends of Weir Wood Society 

 

It started raining and was quite chilly when we were setting up at 8 am. Happily it cleared and 
became a lovely sunny day. The first visitors were arriving even before the start time. 

It is difficult to be precise; but our impression is that we had the biggest attendance so far. A steady 
flow of new visitors continued throughout the day. At times we had difficulty parking all the cars. 
Some people turning up late said that they wished they had come earlier. 

The refreshments were very popular and generated a good donation to the funds of The Society. 
Thank you to the volunteers who worked so hard and for so long preparing and serving them. 

The bird ringing was held in the study area. It was as popular as always. People love seeing birds 
up close and learning about the recording and the details of the birds. Some 33 birds of 11 species 
were processed. The list is below. En route the visitors also had a chance to see a little of the 
wooded area of the reserve. 

The live moth display was impressive. There were: large hawk moths; delicate and colourful moths; 
camouflaged and cryptic moths and species with bizarre names. Releasing them at the end of the 
day gave good photo opportunities. A list of some of the moths on display is given below. 

Bee keeping is a recent addition to our activities. Visitors were interested in discovering the inside 
of a hive and learning about the bees and their lives. 

The plants in the meadows were waist high and rich in varieties. The flowering plants were very 
attractive and smelt of summer. It was enlightening for our visitors to see how large and productive 
are the meadows in the reserve. 

Peeping under the refuges (tins) was exciting. The discoveries of mice, voles, slowworms, toads, 
frogs and, in particular, grass snakes continued all day. 

The pond dipping was fun and an identification challenge for everyone. Several beautiful 
dragonflies and damselflies were holding territories near the pond. The list of finds is below. 

The bird spotting from the observation point next to the hide was a popular starting point for most 
visitors. The 'scopes revealed the young Common Terns still on the rafts and the Little Egrets on 
the opposite shore. We were pleased to welcome many younger visitors and once they got the 
hang of using the telescopes they did not want to give them up. A total of 33 bird species were 
seen during the day. The list is given below. 

Some of our visitors joined the Society for the first time; while some members were able to renew 
their membership in person. Thank you for your contributions which will support our conservation 
work. 

We would like to record a big "thank you" to all the many volunteers who worked so hard to make 
the day such a success. Also special thanks to Gough’s Pet Store in East Grinstead who kindly 
loaned us their gazebo and who support our event and to Paul Clark a local moth enthusiast who 
kindly helped with the moth display. 

We would also like to thank those who came and made it all worthwhile. 

We hope to see you again next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Howard-Jones 

Friends of Weir Wood Society
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Sightings - West End 

 

Little Egret Grey Heron Cormorant 

Great Crested Grebe Woodpigeon Kestrel 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Kingfisher Common Tern 

Swallow Nuthatch Blue Tit 

Great Tit Moorhen Blackbird 

Sparrowhawk Buzzard Grey Wagtail 

Goldfinch Mallard Greylag Goose 

Black-headed Gull Lapwing Mandarin Duck 

Chaffinch Swift Robin 

Marsh Tit Stock Dove Pied Wagtail 

House Martin Red Kite Common Sandpiper 

 

Purple Emperor Butterfly 

 

Ringing Results - Study Area 

 

9 Great Tit ( one of which was first ringed in 2013 as a juvenile) 

3 Blue Tit 

2 Marsh Tit ( one adult and one juvenile) 

1 Coal Tit 

7 Chiffchaff (all juveniles) 

1 Reed Warbler  

2 Wren 

4 Blackcap 

1 Blackbird 

2 Dunnock 

1 Great Spotted Woodpecker (juvenile) 

 

33 birds - 11 species. 
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Pond Dipping - Warm and sunny.   

Daphnia 
Cyclops 
Phantom midge larvae 
Gnat, midge and mosquito larvae 
Caddis fly larvae (with and without cases) 
Mayfly larvae 
Alderfly larvae 
Blackfly larvae 
Flatworms 
Leeches 
Freshwater shrimps 
Water louses 
Pond mites (various) 
Damselfly nymphs 
Dragonfly nymphs (various) 
Ramshorn snails 
Pond snails 
Bloodworms 
Worms (various) 
Beetle larvae (various) 
Greater water boatmen 
Lesser water boatmen 
Water stick insects (aka Needlebugs – a slender water scorpion) 
Pond skaters 
Whirligig beetles 
Pond beetles (various) 
Great diving beetle larva 
Springtails 
Seed shrimps 
Newt juveniles at various stages of development 
 
Blue coloured damselflies 
Common darter dragonfly 
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Moth Display 
 
Some of the macro moths on display:-  
Elephant Hawkmoth 
Poplar Hawkmoth 
Large Emerald 
Common Emerald 
Six-belted Clearwing 
Ruby Tiger 
Scalloped Oak 
Scallop Shell 
Minor-shoulder Knot 
Dun-Bar Moth 
Dark Arches 
Black Arches 
Dot Moth 
Early Thorn 
The Flame 
Flame shoulder 
 

Clouded Border 
Common Footman 
Scarce Footman 
Bright Line Brown Eye 
Buff Ermine 
Small Fan-footed Wave 
Buff Tip 
Mottled Beauty 
Willow Beauty 
Common Wainscott 
Smoky Wainscott 
Swallow-tailed Moth 
Peppered Moth 
Waved Black 
Peach Blossom 

 

Some of the micro moths on display:-  
Bee moth – Aphomia sociella 
Rhubarb & Custard moth - Onocera semirubella 
Agapeta zoegana  
 

Rusty-dot Pearl moth – Udea ferrugalis 
Anania coronata  

 

 



~ 5 ~ 

 

OPEN DAY - PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

  
Bee Keeping Demonstration Pond Dipping 

 

 

Examining the Catch Alderfly Larva 

  
Diving Beetle Mayfly Larva 

 



~ 6 ~ 

 

 

  
Water Boatman Water Stick Insect 

  
Pond Skater Checking the Moth Trap (16-07-19) 

  
Moth Display Moth Display 
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Black Arches Moth Burnished Brass Moth (16-07-19) 

  
Large Emerald Moth Poplar Hawk Moth 

  
Scallop Shell Moth Small Skipper Butterfly 
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Angelica Broad-leaved Helleborine in bud 

  
Marsh Woundwort Reed Warbler 

 

 
Azure Damselfly Common Darter Dragonfly 

 


