Friends of Weir Wood Society
OPEN DAY - 8th July 2018
Again we enjoyed brilliant weather for our open day. The sun shone and the skies were blue. Before
long some of us were seeking shade.
We suspect that the total numbers of people attending was slightly lower than last year. But we had
a good turnout and were busy all day. Most people had made a date to come. Some people came
out of curiosity as they were passing. Some had come for a walk, but then stayed to enjoy the events
that included:- Bird Spotting; Moth Display; Refreshments; Bird Ringing; Pond Dipping, Bee Keeping
and Meadow Flowers.
Bird Spotting
We shared several telescopes and binoculars at the viewing point next to the hide to show visitors
whatever was around. For many, especially the children, it was their first sight of a distant bird
through a scope and they loved it. The Common Terns were a big hit. They have had a good year
raising 14 chicks in 5 broods on our 3 rafts. The chicks were starting to fledge so they could be
spotted moving about and starting their flights. The adults were around all the time and formed
offensive dreads whenever a threat appeared overhead. An obliging Little Egret was a nice sight and
identification challenge for many. The colony of Grey Herons and Cormorants, the flocks of geese
and the many Great Crested Grebes were a steady source of interest. For a few there were fleeting
glimpses of: Wrens; Kingfisher; Buzzards and Kestrels plus Fallow Deer and a Fox as well. The
activities were a good attention-grabber and ice-breaker that drew visitors to go to the meadows as
well.

Viewing area by the hide.
The lists for the day included:
West End - 104 Great Crested Grebe, 24 Common Terns including 14 young, Green Sandpiper, Coot,
Little Egret, 5 Mandarin including 2 young, 10 Lapwings, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Kestrel, Red Kite, 3
Buzzards, 10 Swallows, 5 House Martins, 1 Kingfisher, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Mute Swan, Reed
Warbler, Wren, 30+ Greylag Geese, Canada Goose, several Grey Herons and Cormorants with young
around their nests, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Woodpigeon, Black-headed Gulls . 1 Silver-Washed Fritillary,1
Brown Hawker. Fallow Deer, Fox and Terrapin.
Whillet's Meadows - 2 Kestrels, Buzzard, Reed Bunting, 3 Reed Warblers, Chiffchaff, Garden
Warbler, 2 Blackcap, Dunnock, Marsh Tit, Treecreeper and Blackbird. Emerald Damselfly, BlackTailed Skimmer, Common Darter, 2 Six Spot Burnet, Holly Blue, Brimstone.

Moth Display
We displayed some 60 moths which had been caught locally in a light trap on the previous night.
They were released unharmed at the end of the day. The highlights for many were the large
impressive hawk moths. We had 3 species: Poplar, Elephant and Pine. The more unusual ones were
fascinating : the Buff Tip is disguised as a twig and the Chinese Character looks very odd. The ones
rated more beautiful included: Swallow-tailed, Peach Blossom, Buff Arches and the Brimstone
moths. The Large Emerald impressed many. A popular talking point was the Peppered Moth which
was famously studied by Charles Darwin to help prove his theories of “Natural Selection”.
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Moth display and refreshments

Bird Ringing
The ringing station and nets were set up at the back of the reed bed behind the pond in Whillet's
Meadows. As always people were very interested in the processes of - trapping, identification,
measuring, ringing, recording and releasing the birds. It is a special treat to see different birds so
close and viewable. In total the following were ringed: 2 Blackbirds, Treecreeper, Chiffchaff, 6 Reed
Warblers, Garden Warbler, 2 Blackcaps, Dunnock, 2 Marsh Tits, Blue Tit and Wren.

Ringing station

Male Blackbird being ringed

Pond Dipping
A favourite activity is the pond dipping. It was supported with an interesting wildlife table as well as
viewing trays and identification guides. Some of the water creatures look weird and ferocious
especially when seen close up and enlarged. Among the catches were: a lot of Daphnia, Water
Boatmen, Water Shrimp, a very small Newt, 2 species of Water Beetles, Diving Beetles, Mayfly
larvae, a Dragonfly larva, a Blood Worm, Whirligig Beetles and Pond Skaters.
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The Meadows
Visitors are often surprised to find how rich and extensive the meadows are within the nature
reserve. The wild flowers, plants and grasses were luxurious. We provided identification charts that
helped to name some of them. The list above includes the birds and insects seen in the meadows.
Bee Keeping
Our bee keepers used a disassembled hive box to show visitors how the various sections worked.
Our visitors could also view, from a safe distance, the bees using the active hives while the keepers
explained what they were watching and described what would be happening inside.
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Finally
We received many encouraging comments from our visitors. Some talked in depth and then joined
The Friends. Some of our existing friends renewed their memberships. We received donations that
will be used for our important conservation work. We would like to thank: Goughs Pet Store in East
Grinstead for the use of their gazebo and Marie and Judy for providing the refreshments. Finally a
big thank you to all those volunteers who gave their time and worked so hard to make it such an
enjoyable and successful day for our visitors.
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