Notes from our first Fungus Foray on 15 October 2017
Led by Nick Aplin - the Chair of the Sussex Fungus Society
We had a good turnout and the weather stayed dry. We were lucky that some of Nick's colleagues
came along and helped all of us to keep up with the discoveries. Their chocolate biscuits were much
appreciated too. It quickly became clear that there are similarities across bird spotting and fungus
finding. Both worlds have a large number of LBJs and you need practice to get your eye in. Nick is
brilliant at spotting the smallest of fungi and equally good at passing on the interesting facts and folk
lore about them. Fungi have the advantages that they don't fly away and it is OK to collect samples
for later study. We spent some 3 hours working our way through the study area. Thanks to the low
water level we were able to explore the southern shore under the willow trees as well.
Nick identified 59 species. A full list is included below. Some photographs to give an overview are
also included.
Nick consulted to confirm the identity of 2 species because they have not been recorded in Britain
before:- I collected Hymenoscyphus kathiae on an Alder branch immersed in the stream; it was described
from a similar habitat in New York State, USA.
- Saccobolus eleutherosporus was growing on rabbit dung sitting on a pile of ancient Hazel.
I wonder if they have fungi twitches.
Overall there is a good diversity of fungi at the site. Many interesting species are mycorrhizal* with
Willow and Alder in the wetter parts of the reserve. But there are also a number of fungi associated
with dead wood. There are wood piles and dead standing trees which are important for fungi.
Several items went unidentified - mainly because they were in poor condition following a dry period.
Further visits are likely to reveal more interesting species and the experts now have a better idea of
where to look.
We would like to say a very big "thank you" to Nick and his colleagues for their time and hard work.
We enjoyed the experience very much and we learnt a lot.
Nick will be the guest speaker at our AGM on Friday 16th March 2018 - so make a note to learn more
then. I am sure you will enjoy it. He is a knowledgeable and very entertaining speaker.
Also keep a look out for news about future fungi forays at Weir Wood.
List of Species
Phlebia radiata
Lenzites betulinus
Xylaria hypoxylon
Hypholoma fasciculare
Orbilia xanthostigma

Arcyria denudata
Trametes ochracea
Stereum histrutum
Daedaleopsis confragosa
Kuehneromyces mutabilis
Bjerkandera adusta
Laxitextum bicolor
Rhodocollybia butyracea
Lactarius glyciosmus
Ganoderma applanatum
Gymnopilus junonius
Melanoleuca sp.
Entoloma rhodopolium
Mycena pseudocorticola
Lepista flaccida
Clavaria cinerea
Clavulina cristata
Lycogala terrestre
Hyphodontia sambuci
Pholiota alnicola
Cortinarius uliginosus
Cortinarius decipiens
Chaetosphaerella phaeostroma
Scutellinia sp.
Cortinarius cinnamomeus
Hebeloma sacchariolens
Armillaria mellea
Armillaria gallica
Laccaria laccata
Russula alnetorum
Russula betularum
Russula ochroleuca
Trametes versicolor
Phleogena faginea
Ceratiomyxa fruticulosa
Bisporella citrina
Physarum nutans
Collybia tuberosa
Mycena inclinata
Panellus stipticus
Hymenochaete corrugata
Mensularia radiata
Lactarius obscuratus
Tyromyces chioneus
Tremella foliacea

Mycena galericulata
Stereum rugosum
Entoloma politum
Amanita rubescens
Mycena pelianthiana
Schitzopora paradoxa
Paxillus ammoniavirescens
Saccobolus eleutherosporus
Hymenoscyphus kathiae
* Mycorrhizal comes from the Greek mykós for "fungus" and rhiza for "root". It means is a symbiotic
association between a fungus and the roots of a host plant. The term mycorrhiza refers to the role of
the fungi in the plants' rhizosphere - its root system.

Nick describing fungi

Exploring the exposed south shore

Hypholoma fasciculare, Sulphur Tuft

Ganoderma applanatum

Piptoporus betulinus, Birch Polypore

Gymnopilus spectaabilis, Big Ginger Gym

Trametes versicolor, Turkeytail

Ascocoryne sarcoides, Purple Jellydisc

Armillaria mellea, Honey Fungus

Armillaria mellea, Honey Fungus

Hypholoma fasciculare, Sulphur Tuft

Armillaria mellea, Honey Fungus

Armillaria mellea, Honey Fungus

Trametes sp.

Trametes versicolor, Turkeytail

Xylaria hypoxylon, Candlesnuff

Mycelium of Honey Fungus

Lepista flaccida, Tawney Funnel

Mycena sp.

Arcyria denudata

Lenzites betulina, Birch Mazegill

Daedeleopsis confragosa, Blushing Bracket

Plicatura crispa

Clavaria cinerea

Corntinarius cinnamomeus

Russula sp.

Armillaria gallica

Saccobolus eleutherosporus

Phlebia radiata

Phleogena faginea, Fenugreek Stalkball

Collybia tuberosa

Scutellinia sp. Eyelash fungus

Tremella foliacea

Xylaria hypoxylon, Candlesnuff

The photographs are by: Bob Johnson; Bob Stokes; Tom Howard-Jones and members of the Sussex
Fungi Society.

Tom Howard-Jones
23 October 2017.

