FRIENDS OF WEIR WOOD - OPEN DAY – SUNDAY 2nd JULY 2017
As forecast the rain stopped early, the sun came out and we enjoyed lovely summer weather for the
whole of our Open Day. As soon as we had completed our preparations the visitors started arriving.
A steady stream came all day and continued even after the official closing time. They came in a
variety of group sizes and combinations both by design and by accident. In particular, it was good to
see families with children and to meet members of The Friends Society for the first time. Midway
through the afternoon we were surprised to see a large group of mostly young Japanese walk into
the car park. It turned out that they belonged to a group called Walking London. They had caught
the train to East Grinstead and had already walked from the station around the east end of the
reservoir. They found us by accident. They were greatly amused by looking through the scopes and
looking up the meaning of strange words such as "tern" and "raft". Refuelled by tea and cakes they
set off to walk the rest of the way around the reservoir and back to the station.
At the car park and hide we put on: bird watching; book sales; refreshments and a live moth display.
Two of the moth species displayed; Dot Moth & Striped Wainscot were new species for the reserve
(see the photo gallery below). The bird feeders were stocked to attract birds for the visitors to see.
At Whillet's Meadows we had: bird netting and ringing; pond dipping; investigating the reptile and
small mammal refuges and exploring the paths through the high flowers and grasses. There were
large numbers of insects enjoying the warmth notably grasshoppers. The butterfly species included:
many Meadow Brown & Ringlet; some Small Skipper plus Comma and Red Admirals.
Many people said how much they appreciated the work of the Friends and how well the event was
organised. They noted the friendly and enthusiastic attitude of the helpers. We had additional
experts present this year. They were surveying plants and insects - even photographing microscopic
animals for our records.
There is a pair of Common Terns nesting on each of the three rafts. Each nest has one or more
chicks. It was a challenge trying to see them as they came out to be fed and then ducked back under
their shelters. The adults gave good fly pasts and hovered to catch small fish. All the adults, including
4 additional non-breeding residents, joined forces to mob any intruders.
The flock of Greylag Geese on Pintail Point suddenly put up a commotion. A fox had crept up on
them and grabbed one. The ensuing wrestling match ended with the fox dragging the goose off into
the undergrowth. That was a new experience for us all.
Birding highlights included: Green Sandpiper; Common Sandpiper; Kingfisher; 5 Buzzard; Cormorants
and crowds of Great Crested Grebes and Grey Herons. A young Cormorant sat on a perch in front of
the hide and was feeding by thrusting its head deep down its parent's throat. A full list of the birds
seen from the car park is given below.
The bird netting and ringing produced a regular supply of interesting birds for the visitors to see in
the hand. In total we caught 16 birds. Six Reed Warblers of which 2 were juveniles. One was a retrap from 2014 which we ringed on the Open Day as a juvenile and caught again on the 2015 Open
Day. We had 2 new juvenile Treecreepers; 1 new juvenile Great Spotted Woodpecker; a juvenile
Blue Tit; a juvenile Great Tit and an adult male. A new male Blackbird and a re-trap female that we
ringed as a juvenile last year on 26 August as well as a new female Whitethroat were caught.

The pond dipping was as popular as ever. Some of the interesting finds were:- young Smooth Newt;
Diving Beetle larvae; Dragonfly larvae; Damselfly larvae; Blood Worms; Mayfly larvae; Greater &
Lesser Water Boatman; Water Fleas and Freshwater Shrimp.
The reptiles were exciting especially the Grass Snakes and the Slowworms.
The day was a success. We increased public awareness of the activities of the Friends and the
attractions of the reserve. Four new members joined on the day. We were still talking to interested
visitors long after the official end time.
Very special thanks to all who worked so hard on: bird ringing; pond dipping; car parking; bird
watching; the moth display; surveying; refreshments; the book stall and all the other myriad of tasks.
Thank you to all who sent and allowed us to use their photographs and records of the day. Thanks to
Paul Clark for providing some of the moths and a big thank you to Goughs Pet Store in East Grinstead
for the use of their gazebo and their continuing support. We are very grateful for your involvement
and help in making the day a success.
Bird sightings from the viewpoint in the car park:- 10 Adult Common Terns + 8 Chicks, 1 Green
Sandpiper, 1 Common Sandpiper, 3 Tufted Ducks, 1 Mute Swan, 1 Kingfisher, 2 Reed Warblers, 1
Grey Wagtail, 3 Pied Wagtails, 6 Lapwings, 73 Great Crested Grebes, 5 Buzzards, 2 Kestrels, 1
Sparrowhawk, 2 Treecreepers, many Grey Herons, several Cormorants (some still on nests with
young), flocks of Greylag Geese, Mallard and Mandarin Ducks.
For further information about The Friends of Weir Wood Society and our activities please:see our web site at http://www.weirwood.me.uk/
visit our Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/weirwood/
or contact Tom Howard-Jones at (email) tomhoward1jones@gmail. com or (mobile) 07703 280 238
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Bird watching from the viewpoint.

The reservoir and the tern rafts in the sunshine.

Luxurious flowers in Whillet's Meadows..
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Bird ringing throughout the day.
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