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MEMBERS SPRING WALK - 27th APRIL 2019

It was overcast and there was a chill wind as some 20 members met up for our annual Bluebell walk.

There were plenty of birds to see from the car park before we set off. Common Terns have started
claiming their sites on the rafts. Some Egyptian Geese are also interested in the rafts but have not
settled there yet. A Kingfisher flew past. Some of the Great Crested Grebes are sitting on nests.
Many of the Grey Herons and Cormorants have young in their nests in the herony.

The Study Area is green and lush with the new leaves on the trees and the plants bursting into life.
The Bluebells formed beautiful rolling carpets through the hazel coppices and along the stream.
Splashes of white Ramsons and brilliant yellow Marsh Marigold stood out among the layers of blue.
We were shown Adderstongue Ferns, some coming into flower, and Common Spotted Orchids in leaf
and not yet flowering. White and "lilac" forms of the Bluebells stood out. The lilac form is a hybrid
between the blue and the scarce white forms.

Birds were singing and we identified: Blackcap; Garden Warbler; Chiffchaff; Wren; Chaffinch and
Great Tit.

Out on Pintail Point we saw the scrapes and banks being created for waders and water birds. A flock
of Mallard drakes seemed to like the new habitat. A pair of Ravens and single Buzzards flew over.

We were allowed controlled peeps into some of the nest boxes. We saw a Blue Tit and a Great Tit
sitting on eggs. We admired speckled blue Jackdaw eggs. We saw and smelt a female Mandarin in a
box. We delighted to see a Tawny Owl fly off from her nest and enjoyed the photo of her young
chick. The handiwork of Nuthatches cementing up the entrance holes and sealing the joints in the
box was impressive. A pair of Treecreepers were coming and going feeding young in their nest under
the bark of a tree in the car park.

After warming up with a coffee we walked to Whillet's Meadows. On the way we stopped to look at
the herony and listened to the distinctive calls of the young herons and cormorants. We walked
through three of the meadows. Birds were singing there too: Reed Warblers in the reed bed;
Whitethroat; Blackcap; Garden Warbler and Chiffchaff. Some of the more interesting plants were
pointed out: Bugle; Cow Parsley; Pignut; Field Woodrush and Wood Speedwell. A few of the refuge
tins were lifted and we caught sight of a Toad and a Grass Snake. A steam train on the Bluebell
Railway chuffed past and gave us a cheerful whistle.

A special thank you to: Bob; Phil, Alan and Mike for guiding us and showing us the special birds and
plants.

A list of the plants and birds plus some photographs follow.

PLANTS

Study Area: several Adderstongue Ferns, some just coming into flower, Common Spotted Orchids in
leaf, Bluebell carpets including the white and pink forms, Ramsons (wild garlic), Yellow Archangel,

Wood Sorrel, Dogs Mercury, Red Campion, Lesser Celandine, Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage,
Lords & Ladies, Cuckoo flower, Garlic Mustard, Marsh Marigold and Ground Ivy.

Whillet's Meadows:- Bugle, Cow Parsley, Pignut, Field Woodrush, Wood Speedwell.
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BIRDS

Common Tern, Great Crested Grebe, Grey Heron, Cormorant, Mallard, Coot, Mute Swan, Swallow,
House Martin, Sand Martin, Buzzard, Raven, Kestrel, Crow, Jackdaw, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long-tailed
Tit, Treecreeper, Nuthatch, House Sparrow, Tawny Owl, Blackcap (h), Garden Warbler (h), Chiffchaff,
Whitethroat (h), Wren, Dunnock, Reed Warbler (h), Woodpigeon, Mandarin Duck, Pheasant,
Blackbird, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Kingfisher, Pied Wagtail, Canada Goose, Egyptian Goose.

[Photos start on next page].
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Friends walking in the study area

Bluebells

"Lilac" Bluebells Marsh Marigolds
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Ramsons Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage

Jackdaw Eggs Tawny Owl Chick

Tom HowardJones
7th May 2019



