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FRIENDS 20th AGM – Friday 8th April
To Be Held At The Forest Row

Community Centre
The Society is now 20 years old, and certainly our AGM
has developed and improved over the years.  Long-time
members may remember that the original AGM’s were
very brief affairs held during the day at the Nature
Reserve Car Park.

We eventually moved to the Sailing Club and then later
brought in evening AGM’s with Guest speakers to try and
attract new members, and encourage more of you to
attend.

Although the Sailing Club was a very nice venue, it was
difficult for those not familiar with the reservoir to find,
particularly at night. We therefore felt it was worth trying
a more central venue to encourage more potential new
members to our talks. Last year we decided to move our
AGM venue to the Forest Row Community Centre which
is in the village centre with a large free car park.

We have decided this our 20th AGM will again be in the
Forest Row Community Centre, and be on Friday April
8th. Our formal AGM business will start at 19:15 and be
followed by our Guest Speaker talk at 20:00.

We have excelled this year and actually brought you two
Guest Speakers. Professors Guy Woodward & Alan
Hildrew are both based at Imperial College, London.
They have been carrying out world renowned Ecological
Research on Broadstone Stream which runs from
Broadstone Warren on the Ashdown Forest down past
the golf course into Forest Row.  The Professors have
always wanted an opportunity to be able to inform the
local community of their work on this stream and why it
has become a very important ecological research site.
We were luckily able to bring this desire to fruition.

Their research, which covers over four decades of study
on food webs and wildlife interactions, has proved there
have been significant changes to the wildlife within the
stream over the study period. Broadstone Stream is now
famous as the longest running detailed study of
ecological “Food Webs” (predator / prey interactions) in
the world.  This is a rare opportunity to find out about their
research. Learn about the predator/prey interactions and
what wildlife predator changes have been occurring and
why over the last 40 years.

Please come along and support us. If you have an
interest in our environment and local wildlife, then you will
not want to miss this fascinating illustrated talk.

by Bob Johnson

VACANCY OPPORTUNITY
The Friends of Weir Wood Society celebrates its 20th
anniversary in 2016.  The support of the group, both
financially and in volunteer time, has assisted in the
success of the beautiful Local Nature Reserve which
gives so much pleasure to so many people.

For the long term future of the Nature Reserve and the
continuation of the Society, it is important that we have
new people volunteering to help in the running of the
Society.

Glenn Tocher has acted as Treasurer and
Membership Secretary for the past fourteen years, and
is proposing to step down from these roles at the next
Annual General Meeting in April.

We are pleased to say one of our members, Bob
Hastings, is willing to take over the Treasurer post.

It will be necessary however to also find a new
Membership Secretary, which includes responsibility
for distribution of the quarterly Newsletter by post or
email to our 190 members.

If you may be interested but feel you would first like to
have more details of what is involved, Glenn will be
pleased to speak to you. Ring 01342 328180.

Forthcoming Events
On Saturday May 7th we intend repeating our walk for
members to see the “Bluebell Wood” and its spring
flowers and also look for some spring birds as we pass
through. Plus we will take you over to Whillet’s
Meadows for a look at the early meadow flowers and
wildlife in that area.

On Sunday 3rd July we intend having our annual “Open
Day”. We hope to bring you all the usual attractions
that are always popular such as bird ringing displays
and pond dipping at Whillet’s meadows. More details
on both events will follow nearer the time.

LNR Management Contract Renewal
I am pleased to be able to report that Southern Water
(SW) are requesting some funding for a renewal of the
LNR & SSSI Management Contract for Weir Wood
Reservoir when the current contract ends on 31st

March 2016.

Once funding is confirmed, negotiations can take
place between ourselves, SW & ESCC who we
understand are willing to continue providing a Ranger,
if the contract is acceptable.  This makes us hopeful
for a positive outcome, although probably only another
short term 12 monthly contract.

by Bob Johnson

Welcome!
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BIRD SIGHTINGS: 01/10/15 – 31/12/15 Covers all reservoir plus Whillet’s
Great Northern Diver – 1 from 27/11 to 13/12, 1 from 23/12 to 29/12.
Great Crested Grebe – Regular (counts over 30) – 89 on 18/10, 48 on 25/10, 30 on 9/11, 31 on 15/11, 47 on 16/11, 36 on
22/11, 37 on 13/12.
Cormorant – Regular (counts over 25)  Up to 57 on 4/10 & 12/10, 30 on 18/10, 32 on 22/10, 56 on 25/10, 62 on 27/10, 74 on
31/10 to 3/11, 30 on 4/11, 49 on 15/11, Up to 30 on 20/11 & 22/11, 26 on 13/12.
Little Egret –1 regularly from 4/10 until 20/10.
Grey Heron – 3 regularly during October but with 8 on 18/10, 5 on 2/11, 3 on 7/11 then 1 regularly until 7/12, 2 on 13/12, 1 on
20/12, 2 flyover on 23/12, 1 flyover on 27/12, 2 on 29/12 with one being a white leucistic bird, probably the same bird that was
occasionally seen last summer, 3 on 30/12.
Mute Swan – 2 on 28/11, 2 Juv on 13/12, 3 on 14/12, 2 adult + 2 Juv on 15/12.
Black Swan - 1 from 30/11 until 3/12.
Greylag Goose –  Regular (counts over  50) 255 on 4/10, 189 on 12/10, 210 on 15/10, 186 on 18/10,  85 on 25/10, 105 on
27/10, 95 on 2/11, 155 on 8/11, 140 on 13/11, 150 on 15/11, Up to 70 on 20/11 & 24/11, 152 on 26/11 then regular counts of
100+ until 145 on 13/12, c.100 on 15/12 & 16/12, 60 on 16/12, 155 on 20/12, 80+ on 22/12, c.150 on 23/12, 110+ on 29/12.
There has also been a few Greylag Goose hybrids one had a notable white patch over the bill like a White Fronted Goose.
Canada Goose – Regular (counts over 15) 248 on 4/10, 261 on 12/10, 67 on 18/10, 17 on 22/10, 30 on 25/10, 110 on 26/10,
up to 30 on 13/11 & 15/11, 21 on 13/12.
Brent Goose – 7 flyover on 2/11, 1 on 15/11.
Egyptian Goose – 3 on 3/11, 1 on 28/12.
Mandarin - 2 on 12/10, 4 on 15/10 then up to 2 until 6 on 25/10, 4 on 26/10, 9 on 27/10 & 31/10, 4 on 2/11, 20 on 7/11 then up
to 2 until 13 on 24/11, 3 on 26/11, 6/12 & 7/12, 5 on 8/12, & 13/12, 1 on 27/12.
Wigeon - 1 on 15/11.
Gadwall –   1 on 18/10, 2 on 2/11, 3 on 3/11, 7 on 7/11 & 8/11, 8 on 9/11, 11 on 10/11, 8 from 13/11 to 20/11, 17 on 22/11, 15
on 24/11, 12 on 27/11, 19 on 28/11 & 3/12, 21 on 6/12, Up to 14 regularly from 7/12 to 20/12, Up to 7 from 22/12 to 30/12.
Teal –  Regular  29 from 4/10 to 12/10, 36 on 14/10, 27 on 15/10, 50 on 18/10, 16 on 22/10, 25 on 25/10 & 2/11, 20 on 3/11,
up to 40 from 7/11 until 42 on 26/11, 37 on 27/11, 47 on 28/11, 27 on 30/11, 17 on 6/12, 19 on 7/12 then up to 4 until 14/12.
Mallard -  Resident  - (counts over 15)  39 on 18/10, 18 on 25/10, 34 on 2/11, 95 on 7/11, 59 on 8/11, Up to 85 from 9/11 to
15/11 then up to 36 until 24/11, 16 on 3/12, 44 on 13/12, 28 on 16/12.
Common Pochard - 5 on 27/11, 18 on 13/12, 3 on 14/12, 7 on 15/12, 12 on 16/12, 1 on 28/12 & 29/12.
Tufted Duck –   2 on 8/11, 1 on 13/12, 2 on 22/12.
Goldeneye – 3 on 22/11.
Sparrowhawk – 1 on 20/10 & 27/10, 1 on 3/11 & 26/11 to 28/11, 1 on 13/12 & 19/12, 2 on 23/12, 1 on 27/12.
Common Buzzard – 1 reported regularly throughout period, 2 on 3/11, and 3 on 8/12.
Kestrel – 2 on 18/10, 1 on 20/10, 9/11, 20/11, 30/11, 6/12 and 13/12.
Peregrine – 1 on 20/10.
Pheasant –  Regular and resident  (counts over 10) 46 on 4/10, 15 on 25/10, 42 on 8/11, 15 on 13/12
Water Rail - 1 on 2/11 & 4/11, 2 on 7/11, 1 on 10/11 & 27/11, 2 on 7/12, 1 on 13/12.
Moorhen – Resident (Counts over 4) – 10 on 4/10, 12 on 12/10, 15 on 15/10, 14 on 18/10, 10 on 22/10 & 25/10, 7 on 13/11,
10 on 15/11, 7 on 26/11 & 13/12.
Coot - 1 on 4/10, 2 on 8/10, 1 on 15/10, 3/12 & 6/12, 1 on 13/12 & 23/12, 3 on 30/12.
Common Snipe –  1 on 4/10, 8 on 8/10, 13 on 12/10 & 13/10 then up to 9 until 11 on 2/11, 7 on 3/11, 6 on 7/11, 4 on 13/11, 9
on 16/11, 8 on 22/11 & 28/11, 1 on 7/12, 2 on 8/12.
Woodcock – 1 on 26/11, 3 on 11/12.
Lapwing – Regular (counts over 5), 47 on 4/10, 50+ on 8/10, 8 on 12/10, 52 on 18/10, 7 on 22/10, 46 on 25/10, 17 on 30/10,
up to 10 from 3/11 to 16/11 but with 13 on 13/11, 23 on 20/11, 12 on 27/11, 6 on 22/12, 55 on 30/12.
Green Sandpiper - 1 regularly from 14/10 to 4/11.
Black Headed Gull – Regular throughout the period (counts over 30), 118 on 18/10, 30 on 25/10, 50 on 8/11, c.1850 @ Gull
roost on 15/11, 47 on 26/11, c.2000 @ roost on 3/12, 1000+ flyover on 7/12, c.3000 @ roost on 13/12, 300+ flyover on 19/12,
c.50 on 20/12, 500+ flyover on 23/12, 2000+ @ roost on 24/12, 74 on 30/12.
Common Gull –  1 on 8/11, c.30 @ Gull roost on 15/11, 2 on 16/11, 4 on 26/11, 20+ @ roost on 3/12, c.25 @ roost on 13/12,
100+ @ roost on 24/12, 1 on 30/12.
LBB Gull – c.5 @ Gull roost on 15/11, 1 on 22/11 & 13/12, 1 @ roost on 24/12.
GBB Gull - 1 @ Gull roost on 24/12.
Herring Gull –   9 on 18/10, c.20 @ roost on 15/11, c.200 @ roost on 13/12, 45 flyover on 23/12, 20+ @ roost on 24/12, 50+
flyover on 27/12.
Caspian Gull – 1 possible in Gull roost on 13/12.
Stock Dove – 1 on 12/10, 2 on 15/10, 1 on 20/10, 6 on 25/10, 2 on 3/11, 4 on 10/11, 1 on 22/11, 3 on 13/12, 7 on 27/12, 1 on
30/12.
Wood Pigeon – Ubiquitous – (counts over 30), c.900 flyover heading SE on 3/11.
Rose Ringed Parakeet – 1 on 4/11.
Tawny Owl – 1 regularly from 26/10 to 30/10, 1 on 2/11, 8/11, 15/11, 27/11 & 30/11.
Kingfisher – up to 2 regularly throughout period (counts over 2) 3 on 20/10, 6 on 30/10, 3 on 3/11, 4 on 4/11, 3 on 15/11.
Green Woodpecker – 1 on 18/10, 1 on 9/11, 10/11 & 26/11, 1 on 13/12, 24/12 & 27/12.
Gt Spotted Woodpecker – up to 2 regularly throughout the period.
Woodlark – 1 flyover on 4/11.
Swallow - 2 on 15/10, 1 on 4/11.
Meadow Pipit - 5 on 18/10, 12 on 31/10, 16 on 3/11, 5 on 9/11, 8 on 16/11.
Grey Wagtail – 1 on 15/10, 18/10 & 25/10, 2 on 3/11 & 4/11, 1 on 9/11, 22/11 & 13/12.
Pied Wagtail –   Up to 2 regularly from 12/10 to 13/12.
Wren, Dunnock, Robin – Regular and resident reported in low numbers. No counts over 5.
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BIRD SIGHTINGS Continued… by Bob Johnson

Blackbird – Regular (counts over 5), 8 on 15/11, 7 on 13/12.
Song Thrush – 1 regularly from 9/12 to 15/12.
Redwing – 2 on 27/10 then regular (counts over 5) 7 on 3/11, 25 flyover (FO) on 7/11, 7 on 9/11, c.40FO on 10/11, 14 on
26/11, c.60 on 27/11, 11 on 11/12, 30 on 13/12, 20FO on 19/12, c.150 on 23/12.
Fieldfare – 2 on 30/10 then regular (counts over 5) 95FO on 3/11, 7FO on 7/11, 20FO on 10/11, Up to 10 from 15/11 to 27/11,
c.50FO on 11/12, 14 on 13/12, c.20 on 15/12, c.25 on 23/12.
Mistle Thrush – 1 on 15/11 & 8/12.
Chiffchaff - 1 on 22/11.
Goldcrest - 9 on 3/11, 1 on 8/11, 4 on 10/11, 2 on 22/11, 1 on 27/11, 5 on 13/12, 1 on 27/12.
Yellow Browed Warbler – 1 on 11/12.
L.T. Tit – 21 on 3/11, up to 7 from 13/11 to 24/11, 13 on 27/11, Up to 8 from 11/12 to 19/12, 1 on 20/12.
Marsh Tit – Up to 2 reported regularly from 27/10 onwards.
Coal Tit – Up to 2 reported regularly from 30/10 onwards, 4 on 13/12.
Blue Tit – Common in good numbers. (10+ Regularly at feeders), 30 on 22/12.
Great Tit – Common (5+ Regularly at feeders).
Nuthatch – 1 occasionally throughout the period, 2 on 27/10.
Tree Creeper – 1 on 27/10, 9/11 & 24/11, 1 on 13/12 & 27/12.
Jay – 1 on 12/10, 15/10, 18/10, 25/10 & 2/11, 2 on 3/11, 1 on 7/11, 10/11 & 30/11, 2 on 23/12 & 27/12.
Magpie – Resident with regular reports of up to 5.
Jackdaw –  Occasional (counts over 5) 10+ on 4/10, c.20 on 18/10, 100+ FO on 3/11, 30FO on 13/11, 22FO on 15/11, c.70FO
on 24/11, 30FO on 26/11, 10+ on 24/12.
Rook – 23 on 24/12.
Carrion Crow – Resident in low numbers (counts over 5), 10 on 18/10, 18 on 24/12.
Starling – 1 on 15/10, 5FO on 25/10, 30FO on 3/11, 20FO on 7/11, 1 on 15/11, 1 on 27/11, 6FO on 7/12, c.50 on 13/12, Reed-
bed roost = c.200 on 26/11, c.600 on 19/12, c.200 on 23/12, c.400 on 27/12.
Chaffinch – Regular in low numbers (counts over 5), 7 on 8/11, 22 on 28/11, 8+ on 30/12.
Greenfinch – 2 on 13/12 & 20/12.
Goldfinch –   Regular (counts over 5), 8 on 18/10, 42 on 31/10, 59 on 3/11, up to 10 from 8/11 to 22/11, 6 on 13/12, 8 on
20/12, 6 on 29/12 & 30/12.
Siskin – 2 on 9/11, 1 on 16/11, 70 on 28/11, 15FO on 6/12, c.20 on 13/12, 20+ on 30/12 with 2+ Lesser Redpolls.
Lesser Redpoll - 4 on 31/10, 29 on 3/11, 3 on 9/11 & 22/11, 10 on 28/11, 1 on 15/12, Seen on 27/12.
Bullfinch –   1 on 22/11 & 28/11, 2 on 11/12, 3 on 13/12.
Reed Bunting – 5 on 7/12, (Reed-bed roost counts - 5 on 2/11, 10 on 7/11, 22 on 26/11, 76 on 27/11, 30 on 7/12, 66 on 13/12,
47 on 23/12, 80 on 27/12.

Great Northern Diver at Weir Wood By Bob Johnson
On 27/11 a juvenile G N Diver was found and reported by Alastair Gray which was seen distantly from the grass area in front
of the Sailing Club. (Friends can view from this area).
A now rare visitor to the reservoir, the last Great Northern Diver visit on record was back in 2004.
The Diver was regularly seen until the 13/12 during which time a couple of photographs were managed – See our website.
These sightings were often from the picnic area or by boating people. However, the bird is elusive, often diving and staying
underwater and going missing for long periods.  After the 13/12 there were no further reports until the 23/12 when member
Robert Ludman reported it whilst out on the water in his boat. There were then regular sightings from the dam end until 29/12
when it was seen briefly at the West end before going missing, it had probably swum back to its favoured dam end area. It
may stay around as it’s been seen finding and eating plenty of Crayfish so keep a look out for it when you visit.

Nature Reserve News By Bob Johnson
Bird Record sightings at Weir Wood
For many years the Sussex Ornithological Society (SOS) have taken our bird sighting records which we tabled using their
specialised software. However over the years the way data is handled has changed and that software system is no longer the
SOS preferred method of receiving data, so we will no longer be using it.
We as a Nature Reserve still need your records, but so that your records also get on to the National and SOS database, we
have been asked to encourage those kindly sending records to us if they would also enter them onto the SOS preferred system,
which is an individual based system called Birdtrack. This is a recording system maintained by the British Trust for Ornithology
(BTO) which you can join for free at their website. Entering records on Birdtrack immediately puts your records onto the National
system and means they will become part of the National database and be received by the SOS.
Our current wildlife records are not compatible without a lot of manual data handling. In future we want to be able to store all
wildlife records we receive for the Reserve in a new database, this would be produced to be compatible with the data of the
National system, but until that time, could I encourage you to use Birdtrack for at least those more unusual or higher number
sightings you see at Weir Wood.

Reserve Management News
I mentioned in the last newsletter about work we had carried out at Whillet’s Pool to cut back trees and allow a more open and
eventually expanded reed-bed. The work is now complete, and early results since are pleasing. Up to 80 Reed Buntings and
600 Starlings have been recorded roosting, plus a pair of Water Rail were visiting – See bird news.
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Friends of Weir Wood Society General Information
Chairman: Bob Johnson, 01892 661548 E–Mail: info@weirwood.me.uk
Minute Secretary: Peter Erridge E–Mail: info@weirwood.me.uk
Treasurer: Glenn Tocher, 01342 328180 E–Mail: membership@weirwood.me.uk
Newsletter Editor: Peter Johnson E–Mail: newsletter@weirwood.me.uk
Website Editor: Tom Howard-Jones E–Mail: sightings@weirwood.me.uk

Other Contact Information
Tuesday Work Party Volunteers: work@weirwood.me.uk Website Photos: photos@weirwood.me.uk

Friends General E–Mail address: info@weirwood.me.uk

Friends of Weir Wood Website Address: http://www.weirwood.me.uk

Nature Reserve News continued… By Bob Johnson
Whillet’s meadows have had their hedges trimmed and maintained.  Meadow pond has received its regular winter maintenance
to control some of the choking pond weed growth.
In the study area, the unwanted Grey Alder sapling re-growth was again cut-back, also bramble and scrub were cut back to
retain some open glades and maintain the habitat for the Common Spotted Orchids. A feed stream that was becoming silted,
overgrown and blocked in some areas was cleared, also two small pondlets were becoming silted and these had some
clearance work.
Pintail bank has had its hedge trimmed and in October the meadow was cut, and in some areas, down to the water edge. This
has attracted more flocks of geese and other wildfowl including Lapwings to come up into the meadows to feed on the short
grass which will also give us more natural meadow grass control. We still retain a good amount of taller cover at the water
edge to retain habitat for wintering Snipe etc.
In October, to control the invading scrub and maintain meadow flower habitat, we cut the two big flower meadows along North
Bank that are viewed when walking the footpath from the dam towards the picnic area. The meadows include areas of Common
Spotted Orchids and Devils-bit Scabious plus a good mix of other common meadow flowers. The picnic area also had its
hedges and grass cut.
The bird feeders were put out toward the end of October and these are now attracting good numbers of tit species plus
Nuthatch, Woodpecker and Finches.  The winter nest box cleaning and maintenance is mostly complete ready for a new
nesting season.
This year we have had a few new volunteers who have been attending regularly, this has increased our volunteer numbers
and allowed us to complete more of our work plan than we may have done in the past, so that is very pleasing.  My thanks to
all our volunteers and Crispin our regular ESCC Ranger for all their hard work and achievements.
It’s a friendly group and if you would like to come along and become involved with helping maintain the Nature Reserve, you
would be welcome. We meet on Tuesdays at 9:30AM at the Hide Car Park in Legsheath Lane.
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